Battling ..tbowne 
against 


ROMAN PALACE 
Algae 


In recent editions of the Friends' newsletter, we have reported on 
increasing problems with damp and resulting algal growth on the 
mosaics in the north wing of the Palace. This has been a serious worry to 
everyone at the Palace. Algae will not damage the mosaics, and so the 
problem is more of an aesthetic than a conservation matter. However, 
algal growth can lead to invasion by mosses and other small plants 
which will cause damage. Signs of this beginning to happen have led to 
increased concern over recent months. 

It seems that the renovation of the cover building, including a reduction 
in the size of the windows (intended to reduce light and heat damage to 


the archaeology) has created an environment in which this kind of flora 
can thrive. 


Increasing ventilation in problem areas will make the local environment 
less attractive to algae and moss and we have trialled this approach with 
some success. A potential drawback is that it also increases evaporation 
of groundwater and consequently the deposition of salts on the affected 
areas. 


An alternative option which does not suffer from this drawback is to use 
ultraviolet light to kill off any plant life in selected areas. This technique 
(mentioned in issue 8 of the Friends' newsletter) is being developed by 
English Heritage, and at Fishbourne we have decided to carry out our 
own experiments. Early indications are very encouraging and a small 
a area of algae has been cleared with ease. We are still working on more 
Setting up the ultraviolet lamp. stubborn areas of moss. If successful, the use of UV light to control this 
The treatment must take place at common problem will doubtless become standard practice here at the 
night, as prolonged exposure ; 6‘ oa i 3 ‘ 

Palace, improving the visitor experience, protecting our heritage and 


could be hazardous to our j : : ime 
visitors placing us at the cutting edge of the protection of in situ archaeology. 


Fishbourne Roman Palace opening times Contact 


Fishbourne Roman Palace 


N : 
ow until 31st October: open daily, 10am-5pm Salthill Road 


November ist until 15th December: open daily, 10am-4pm Fishbourne 


18th & 19th December: 10am-5pm West Sussex 
PO19 3QR 


Tel: 01243 785859 


Chairman's Corner 


Ave ! 

Thank you all for supporting the Steering 
Group's work by ratifying the 
Constitution and electing a _ formal 
Committee to carry out the business of 
the organisation on your behalf. Much 
work has been going on to set up the 
systems necessary to achieve the 
greatest measure of flexibility and 
effectiveness in our support of the 
Palace. 


The new Chairman of 
the Friends, Pam Crowe 


This year is the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the 
Palace and we hope to take the opportunity to publicise our 
organisation at Palace events and encourage visitors to join 
as Friends. We shall be liaising with Palace staff to position a 
display for this purpose. If you have any ideas for something 
striking to attract attention to our stand, please let the 
Committee know (simply email Fishbourne's curator Rob 
Symmons: coafish@sussexpast.co.uk). We would welcome 
any offers to help man the stand at events (even an hour will 
be good) to ensure that someone is on hand to answer 
questions and enrol new members. 


We also want to offer you a variety of exclusively Friends 
events so please let us know what you would like us to 
arrange and we shall do our best to include suggestions in this 
year's programme. As part of the revamp of the Palace 
website, we shall be updating our own page as soon as 
possible so watch out for more details in due course. 


Vale ! 


Something 
virtually new 


Museum 
Redisplay 

Many of you will know that we 
are very keen to take another 
look at how we interpret our 
site for today's audience. One 
such way is to update some of 
the displays in our museum as 
well as consider improvements 
in access for the Collections 
and Discovery Centre. Back in 
November 2008 we undertook 
some '‘walkarounds' during 


which staff, volunteers and of 


course Friends were invited to 
provide feedback. This 
feedback was collated and will 
now become part of a larger 
project which will enable us to 
evaluate new options as well as 
take into account best practice 
from other museums. We will 
then have a set of 
recommendations which we 
can implement for our museum 
and. site asa whole. At. this 
stage we may be in a position 
to get in touch with those of you 
kind enough to volunteer for the 
museum focus groups. 


There will be a new face around the Palace from time to time for the next two or three years. We are 
delighted that we have recently been able to team up with the geography department of Kingston University 
(London) to host a PhD student. The student, Matt Smith, will be producing a brand new reconstruction of 
Fishbourne Roman Palace, using modern digital technology. Matt, an archaeologist by training, is still 
working on the finer details of his project design, but the huge potential of his project is clear even from this 
early stage. 


While the models of the Palace and its predecessors on display in the north wing have been invaluable over 
the years in helping visitors understand the layout and evolution of the Palace, a new digital reconstruction 
will enable us to update this reconstruction and use it in a more flexible way. 


We hope to be able to place the building in its wider context by reconstructing the surrounding landscape 
and sites. It will also be possible to see how the site evolved from the Roman invasion to its eventual 
destruction by fire: all at the press of a button. 


Matt will also be reconstructing the room interiors, so it will be possible to explore the Palace and its 
gardens, moving from room to room in a virtual world, and experiencing the grandeur of the building for the 
first time in two millennia. 


New Benefits for Friends 


We are pleased to announce 3 new benefits 
attaching to membership of Friends - discount 
on purchases in the Palace shop, discount on 
refreshments in the Lime Café and priority 
booking for events arranged by the Café. All 
the benefits are listed below: 


Free entry to Palace, Museum and Roman 
Garden during normal opening hours, 
including during Roman Army Week and 
Family Fun Days 


* Friends Newsletter twice a year keeping 
you up to date with Friends activities and 
events 


* Invitations to exclusive Friends events 


* 10% discount on ticketed events at the 
Palace and priority booking 


%* 10% discount on non-sale items in the 
Palace shop 


* 50% discount in the Lime Café (except 
branded food and drinks) on production of 
Friends card 


* Priority booking for events run by Lime 
Cafe. 


Enjoy your membership! 


Our New 
Patron 


The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace are 
pleased to announce that David Rudkin has 
kindly agreed to be their patron. David, as is well 
known, retired in 2008 after leading the Palace as 
Director for 29 years. He took part in several 
excavations on and around the site, most notably 
in Fishbourne Harbour in the early 1980s and his 
work to the east of the Palace in the late 1990s. 
He also found the Fortress mosaic buried 
underneath the famour Cupid in a Dolphin 
mosaic. 


He has appeared in the Time Team programme on 
television and has greatly developed the 
educational provision for schoolchildren at the 
museum. Among his many publications Mr. 
Rudkin has also written an Illustrated Family 
Guide to the Roman Palace. He has undertaken 
many guided tours at the site and continues to do 
so. We are very glad to have him as our patron. 


The Director's bit 


The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace are 
a recent organization but that belies the 
energy and commitment that has been shown 
since the decision to establish a Constitution 
last November. Your committee is an inspired 
and energetic group who are representing all 
your wishes and responding to our needs. 


There will be more about that as a ‘view from the palace’ in the next issue of your newsletter. 


| am delighted to announce the recent opeining of the new café, Lime at the Palace, offering a 
wide selection of food in a welcoming and comfortable environment, as well as hosting several 
functions such as Jazz evenings, book clubs and over 60s and toddler coffee mornings. Don't 
forget one of the benefits of being a Friend of Fishbourne Roman Palace is that you also get 
50% discount on all home cooked food during normal trading hours, definitely worth a visit! 


It is an exciting year for us being 50 years since the discovery of the palace. Rather than having 
one big celebration we have decided to host a number of events which will suit different tastes 
and ages. First up is ‘Roman's return’ on the Bank Holiday weekend of 1st and 2nd May when 
the famous re-enactment group The Ermine Street Guard exhibit their fighting skills. That is 
swiftly followed by Ancient Myths and Legends, an evening of activities on the 14th of May from 
5pm to 9pm. Later this year we are holding a ‘Citizens' Day' when all residents of Chichester 
District are invited for free entry (Friends welcome too!) and during which volunteers, staff and 
Friends will be able to introduce new comers to what is the magic of Fishbourne. Finally in 
September we are hosting a conference which will explore themes of globalization and regional 
identities in the Roman Empire. | hope to see you at one (or more!) of these events. 


Best wishes, 
Christine 


The Friends visit , 
On a lovely sunny August 
to Rockbourne and “ring _ twenty-eight 


Friends and guests drove 
to Rockbourne Roman 
Cranbourne Chase Villa near Fordingbridge. 
Jenny Stevens, Curator of Andover Museum, gave us a most 
interesting tour. The site was discovered in 1942 when a local 
antiquarian, A. T. Morley Hewitt, excavated in a field where tile and 
oyster shells had been found. His first trench came down on to a 
mosaic floor (wouldn't we all like to do that?) - after some further small- 
scale excavation he left the site until he was able to purchase the land 
in 1956, when he commenced excavations which continued on an 
annual basis until 1974, opening the whole site. Sadly much of the 
pottery which was unearthed, together with other finds, was given 
away to interested visitors so the small museum in the entrance 
building contains relatively few artefacts - although these are of good 
quality and provide an insight into the life of the villa's inhabitants. 


Building on the site commenced in the Iron Age, 
with the first Roman house being constructed in 
about AD 150 and extended in three further @ 
phases over the next two centuries. The MN 
building was probably owned by a well-to-do Gr |= 
farming family with enough money to indulge : 
their taste for a luxurious house with an attached 3 
bath suite. Some rooms were heated, with the 
hypocaust of one consisting of pairs of imbrex == 
tiles standing on end and filled with mortar WAS a ee: 8, 
rather than the usual piled tiles, a unique method ge 

of construction. Some mosaics are on view, but Patt SR Se 


the maj ority of the site has been backfilled to 7%e Friends admire the hypocaust at Rockbourne Roman 
‘ Villa on a bright and sunny day 
protect it. 


We then moved on a few miles to Down Farm near Sixpenny Handley, Martin Green's home, 
where over the years he has carried out extensive excavations. He took us for a walk around his 
land starting with his Great Shaft, a deep natural hollow in the chalk containing archaeology 
reaching back into the Mesolithic era in its strata - excavation stopped at just over 13m when the 
water table was reached, but the feature was shown by auguring to extend to over 25m.. He also 
showed us the Cursus running across the hills as well as other features both natural and man- 
made, ending at his most recent excavation - of a tumulus constructed in the Bronze age with 
later burials in and around it. We ended the visit by seeing his private museum, the contents of 
which come either from his own farm or from the surrounding area, a wonderful collection 
ranging from prehistoric rock art to Victorian memorabilia which provided a fascinating finale 
to a very enjoyable day. 


This was the first visit arranged by the Friends organisation and the Steering Group would like 
to thank all those who helped to make it such a friendly and successful occasion. We hope that 
more members will be encouraged to join future trips. 


